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Sixth District Constituent Survey Results

1. Rating County Services

Survey respondents rate the Zoo and Airport the highest. On a scale of one to five, with
five indicating the county is doing an extremely good job in providing the service, the Zoo
received the highest average rating (4.16) while Mass Transit had the lowest rating (2.8).

(1 Please rate the following county government functions on a scale of 1to 5 for
performance, with 5 meaning the county does an extremely good job of providing that
senvice, and 1 meaning the county does an extremely poor joh.
Jail and the House of Correction #3.12
ﬂirpon_ 4.01
IMass Transit ] 28
Court System 325
Human/Social Service Programs_ 13.33
Highway Plowing and Maintenance 3.79
Zoo 4.16
Parks | | | 13.33
0 1 2 3 4 5

2. Creation of Independent Park District

Asked whether Milwaukee County should create an independently-elected Park District

to manage park operations and levy a tax, a majority (51%) opposed the idea, with 20% agreeing
it should be created.

Cx Should Milwaukee County create an independently-elected Park District
with responsibility to manage all park operations and authority to lewy taxes?

Yes 20%
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3. Choosing Between Reduced Spending and Increased Taxes

Asked to express their preference between reduced services and increased taxes to
address projected structural deficits, a clear majority (65%) favor reduced spending. Less than a

fourth of respondents (24%) expressed a preference for increasing taxes as a means to balance
the county budget.

C}: In the face of projected structural deficits (the difference between ongoeing
revenues and expenditures), Milwaukee County should balance its budget by:

Increase Taxes H 2%

vening TN -
Spending

Unsure H 11%
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4. Residents Satisfied With Quality of Life in Milwaukee County

A majority of survey respondents have positive opinions about the quality of life in

Milwaukee County. 72% indicated they are very satisfied or somewhat satisfied with the overall
quality of life in Milwaukee County.

Ck: Currently, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the overall quality of life in
Milwaukee County?

Very Satisfied
Somewhat Satisfied

Somewhat Dissatisfied

Very Dissatisfied
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5. Lease of General Mitchell Airport

Asked their views on the leasing of General Mitchell Airport to provide a long-term
revenue stream, 48% favored the idea, with 26% opposed and 26% being unsure.

Ck: Do you suppaort the proposal to establish a long-term lease of the operations

of General Mitchell International Airport with a private entity, the receipts from which
{estimated to be as much as $1 billion} to provide a revenue stream to support transit
and other Milwaukee County programs?

Yes

No

Unsure
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6. General Views of Milwaukee County Government and Quality of Life

Large majorities agree that Milwaukee County is a good place to raise children (66%
agree), and to visit (85% agree). However, when asked whether it has good government, 49%
disagree. Similarly, 44% of respondents disagree that Milwaukee County has good leadership.

Ck: Do you think Milwaukee County...
I : : 66 %
Is a good place s
to raise children?
Has good A9,
government
Is a good place 59 1535%
.. = e
to visit ="
, A0%
Has gw.tl A44%
leaderhip TR
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7. Most Pressing Issues Facing Milwaukee County

Asked to identify the largest issues facing Milwaukee County, two issues — High Level of
Taxation and Crime Rate, Drugs, were far and away the most significant issues cited. In the next
tier were Political Leadership, Quality of Schools, and Inadequate Public Transportation.

Ck What do you think are the two biggest issues facing your community? (Check two)

Political Leadership
Fresening the Brvironment
Traffic Congestion
Farks - Adequacy of Funds
Race Relations

Lack of Funds or Services

Bad Infrastructure
Crim= Fate, Orugs

Guality of Schools

High Lewel of Taxation [ 0%

Inadequate Public
Transportation 7 T T
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8. Need for Restructuring County Government

When responding to the question of whether Milwaukee County needs major
restructuring, minor restructuring or is operating fine the way it is, 53% favor major
reconstruction, 31% say minor restructuring, and 10% say it is operating pretty well the way it is.

(: Based on what you have heard, do you think Milwaukee County government
needs major restructuring, minor restructuring or do you think county government

operates pretty well the way it is?
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9. Lavers of Government

When asked about the structure of government in Milwaukee County, the vast majority
(72%) agreed or strongly agreed that there are too many layers of government. 74% agreed or
strongly agreed that it makes little difference which level of government provides a service, so

long as it is done efficiently. 43% strongly disagree with the proposition that they would pay
higher taxes if they knew services were administered efficiently.

Q: For each of the following statements, please indicate whether you strongly agree, ssomewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree
or are you not sure.

e 4}

There are too many layers of local government
in Milwaukee County.

It makes no difference to me which level of
government is providing critical services such

as fire, police, transportation, and social services 12%
as long as those services are available and o 12%
efficient. = 2%

I'm not really sure what the county
government does.

I would be willing to consider higher taxes if
| knew county and municipal services were ! ! 113%
efficiently administered.

43%
3%
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10. Fiscal Performance of Milwaukee County

County government fares poorly in the minds of survey respondents when it comes to
how it manages the expenditure of tax dollars. Only 18% rate the county excellent or good in
this area, while 44% rate it poor or very poor and 30% rate it fair.

Ck: How wiould you rate the performance of Milwaukee County in expenditure of
taxpayer's dollars?

Excellent

Good
Fair a0%
Poor

Very Poor

Unsure
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